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Yoshua Okon's video monument pegged 'us’

230 P, tay 1, 200

Four years ago, Yoshua Okon,
an atistwho dhvides his time
between LA, and Mexico Oity,
showed an animated video
commissioned for 3 San
Francisco exibiion that, with
each passing day, becomes
ever mare resonat, Its one of
those rare works whose
topicality has legs.

Curator Ralph Rugaffinvited an
international roster of 61 artists
to ponder the values they

the Okon work in a review ofthe
show atthe COAWatls Institute,
filled "Monuments for the US;

A schemaic aerial iew
ofthe National Mallin
Washington, D.C.,all
chesrul forest green and
liquid blue, sports a pair
of calossal, shiny,
translucent golden
Ietters, erected on a piot of otherwise empty land that corresponds with the location
ofthe White House. The lefters are atleast 10 times taller than the Washington and
Lincoln memorials, over which they loorm,

Accompanied by the faint, ominous soundirack of a helicopter's chopping rotor
blades, the video image swoops around these monumental golden letters, which
ook ke corporate headguarters the late Philip Johnson might have designed for the
Dallas skyline. (Or think of the infamous, turming Enron sign repeated endlessly on
the evening news ) The initials of the United States are biuntly confiated with a vulgar
declaration that this monstrosity is us.

Asite from the general economic thaos of the past year
news reports in recent days and weeks keep burping Okon's vides-loop into mind!

* The Senate Thursday delivered a stinging rebuffto President Obama by rejecting a
measureunder which bankruptey judges could order lenders to reduce the principal
on home morigages to help homeowners facing foreclosure (the so-called
cramdown provision). After sweeping the House, the Senate vote was 51 to 45, with
12 Democrats joining Republicans in opposing the proposal. Accordingto the
Center for Responsive Foliics, finance, insurance and real estate rank s the
Iatgest lobbying sector in Washington; commercial bank employees donated $22.5
million to congressional candidates -~ mors than half o itto Democrats
With surprising candor, Sen. Dick Durbin (-1, chairman of the Senate
subcommitiee on inancial senvices, declared that banks, despite ther role in
ereating the current econormic melidown, effectively own the Senate. "And the banks
- hard to believe in a fime when we're facing a banking crisis that many of the banks
created - are still the most powerful obby on Capitol Hill” Durbin told WJJG-A1
1530."And they frankly own the place.”
* Inthe jobs-stimulus bill, the National Park Service received §55 million for projects
relating to maintenance and repairs of the crumbling National Mall, the nation's
prermierwork of civic art The figure is less than one-sidh the §350 million in deferred
maintenance the Mall requires.
“The world's 25 top-earing hedge fund managers raked in $11.6 bilion last year,
according to a recently releassd ranking. The average was 454 million per

manager
 When Chrysler was forced into bankruptey Thursday, President Obama blamed the
move on hedgs funds and thatwould not agree to

whatthe autormaker owes ther.

Inthe introduction to the Wiattis exhibition, Rugoff sxplained that he comrmissioned the
monument designs hecause of"a nagging suspicion that the United States has

in profound and inadeg Okon's video depicts
the power ratio hetween taday's poliical class, fusled by corporate money, and histarical
visians ofthe citizen-leader (Washingtan) and the savior of the union (Lincoln), which are
dwarfed by the gigantic golden leffers in his schematic depiction of the Mall. We
arent et offthe hook for the grotesque sight, out there on our nation's front lawn

‘The spinning logo occupiss the position ofthe White House on the Mall, 3 pointed Iocation
‘when Okon mate the animation in 2003. Htwill e interesting to see whether that placement
etains its relevance under a new administration.

Okon's"US" is & one-minute animation that runs as a continuous lop. A short clip ofthe
videa can be seen here,

~ Christopher Knight



